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1 A landrace is a local variety of plant species that has developed through adaptation to its natural and cul-
tural environment. Landraces are contrasted with formal breeds, which are selectively bred to particular 
standards.
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maize, 75 percent for barley, and about 60 percent for wheat. On-farm multiplication is still common, as it 
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3 The term “paysan” appears in the name of several critical movements, the most famous of them being 




1999). Morena has adopted the same line.
4 ITPGRFA, for “International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.”
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6 Mass selection is a plant breeding method implemented by farmers for centuries. It involves selecting 
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7 The argument is widely used to assert the contribution of farmers to prominent environmental issues, 
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